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Gator fun facts: 

We have ponds associated with the Cheval 

Neighborhood, and with ponds come gators. 

As we say in Florida: “If there is a pond, there 

either was, is or will be a gator in there.”  We have 

two gators in the pond near the green for hole 

#11, and one has been seen upon occasion in the 

pond near the tee for #12.  One of those seen in 

the #11 pond is reported to have only 3 legs.  

We’ll get to that in the first of the fun facts. 

1.  Gators have a kind of antibiotic in their blood 

stream.  So, while one of the biggest dangers to us 

from a gator bite (other than the obvious) is 

infection, they themselves seem to have a natural 

ability to fight infection.  Hence the three-legged 

gator, who most likely lost one in a fight, did not 

die of a resultant infection. 

2.   They bite hard.  Their crushing power ranges 

between 2125 PSI to 2960 PSI.  We know this 

because one of our intrepid investigators reported 

those numbers while he held a chunk of red meat 

on a bathroom scale in front of a gator. 

By comparison, a German Shepherd has a mere 

200 PSI of crushing power, a gorilla-1300, a hippo-

1820, a Nile Crocodile-5000, your house cat-56, 

and the lowly earth worm-200,000.  One must 

wonder, however, how that last one was 

calculated. 

3.  They can get pretty old, up to 50 years.  So, 

some of our gators may have been in the area 

before Cheval construction ever started. 

 

 

 

 4.  Ever wonder where that phrase “eat their young” 

came from?  Wonder no more.  Gators do as much as 

any other wildlife creature to keep their population in 

check. 

5. Its technical name is Alligator mississippiensis. 

6.  It is the state reptile of Florida, Mississippi and 

Louisiana.  It is not commonly found in North Dakota. 

7.  It has four claws on its front legs and 5 webbed 

claws on its rear legs.  

8.  It was once an endangered species listed in the 

1973 Endangered Species Act.  Not so much anymore. 

9.  It has great intelligence having been known to use 

golf balls to lure golfers to its habitat.  

10.The gator can measure up to 15 feet (occasionally 
more) and weigh up to 1,000 pounds.   

Studies have shown that most people lose interest in a 
list after 10 items, hence the following numbering. 

9. While primarily carnivorous, they will eat fruit if 
they can get it.  So, should you be sitting out back 
under that orange tree…….. 

8.  A young gator can eat almost one quarter of its 
weight in one dining session.  Few of us can eat an 
equivalent amount of steak in one meal at the Club, 
most likely. 

7.  Alligators have between 74 and 80 teeth.  And they 
are replaceable.  A gator can have up to 2,000 teeth in 
a lifetime.  We humans – 32, or less. 
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And yes, it’s gator mating time!  It is repeatedly 

reported that they can be become very aggressive 

at this time of year.  We highly recommend that 

you avoid positioning yourself directly between a 

male gator and his intended! 

 

The above is not a “Truth or Fiction, you 

decide….” article.  Though, admittedly, no one on 

our staff has actually counted the number of teeth 

in a gator. 

 

ROOFING NEWS: 

 

You can scarcely walk down any street within the 

VGCC without seeing a new roof being installed. 

 

It is reported that the tile manufacturers are 

backlogged, and it can take up to a month for 

certain tiles to be made.  Further complicating the 

matter is the fact that some of the more commonly 

seen vendors in the community are now planning 

out as far as late summer/early fall. 

Since most of our roofs were installed within a few 

years of each other, they are failing at the same 

rate. 

 

The Board reminds everyone living within Cheval 

that white is no longer required, as you have seen.  

Light colors are allowed and all replacements must 

be submitted for approval. 

 

Further, flat tiles are now allowed, and both wide 

and narrow barrel tiles are OK. 

 

So, should you be thinking about a new roof, you 

might consider talking with some contractors well 

in advance of the time frame in which you hope to 

do the replacement. 

 

 

 

 

MASTER ASSOCIATION FUND RAISER: 

This month the MA held its annual fund raiser.  The 

long running rodeo theme was changed to a Country 

Fair theme including the big hit, a dunking tank.  Hats 

off to the dunkees, for it was a bit of a chilly day. 

The MA raised over $3,000 which will go to a local 

youth not-for-profit organization through the VGCC 

Foundation.  Thanks to the MA for this event! 

 

TREE TRIMMING: 

All have received the packet describing the tree 

trimming for 2018.  Our Board annually makes 

decisions on which types of trees will be trimmed 

during that given year.  

This year, certain ornamentals (Ligustrum, Holly, and 

Bottlebrush), will be trimmed if on front lawns or 

between homes.  That trimming is included in our 

dues. 

The form for additional trimming needed to be to the 

MA office by May 1st, so we hope all got them in if 

needed.  

OAK LEAF REMOVAL: 

Love them or loathe them, we have lots of Oak trees in 

and around Cheval.  We have them behind a number 

of homes, they are on the abutting Club property, they 

are adjacent on Cheval South, and several owners have 

them on their properties.  They provide great shade 

and aid in water retention.  But like their northern 

cousins, they do have this tendency to shed. 
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would like to see in that package.  We’d like to 

hear from you as to anything you might want 

to see in there as well!  Contact Rich or 

Brooke with your thoughts. 

BOARD DECISIONS ON EXTERIOR GUIDELINES: 

At the April Board meeting, two changes were 

made to the guidelines. 

1. For reasons unknown to current Board 

members, the current guidelines require any 

painting of a front door to go directly to the 

Board for approval.  The Board changed that 

so any front door painting will now go 

through the regular process for any exterior 

painting.  The submission goes to our Cheval 

ARC (Architectural Review Committee), and 

that committee recommends approval.  For as 

long as we can recall, all submissions have 

been within the color guidelines.  But the 

review process remains in effect to ensure 

that the guidelines are followed. 

2. The Board has changed the guidelines to 

reflect the Board’s recommendation that 

anyone coating their walkways or driveways 

use a slip-resistant material.  These have 

evolved to the point where one can visually 

see little if any difference between traditional 

coatings and slip-resistant ones.   

 

  

   

The leaves are the biggest problem.  We do, upon 

occasion, have some winds here in Florida, so 

those leaves blowing around become a 

neighborhood issue, no matter the origin.  The 

Board engaged ArtisTree to blow out and remove 

the leaves this spring, and they did a terrific job.  

This being a bit of an experiment both for us and 

ArtisTree, they were kind enough, in the interest of 

our long relationship, to do the cleanup at no 

charge.  From the experience, they will be able to 

provide us with an anticipated on-going charge.  

Our thanks to ArtisTree! 

 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD INFORMATION PACKAGE: 

 

We have, from time to time, provided what we 

hope was useful information to the neighborhood, 

often through this newsletter. 

Barbara Jean provided us with a package that one 

of the other neighborhoods had developed, and the 

Board decided to go ahead and develop one of our 

own.  It will contain information useful not only 

for new neighbors but for those who have lived 

here for some time.  Brooke Murphy and Rich 

Bartholomew will tackle that, and we already have 

a pretty comprehensive list of what we  
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EASY RIDER. 
ArtisTree is so proud to be selected for this 

national pub's cover story -- nice to be recognized 
for operational efficiency that translates into 

reliable customer service!  

While the Board looks forward to continued 

working with ArtisTree, neither we nor the 

MA office is “wedded” to ArtisTree, and we 

will continue to do what is believed to be in 

the best interest of the neighborhood.   

NEWSLETTER SUSPENSION: 

As has been the custom for years, 

publication of the newsletter will be 

suspended with this issue.  Publication will 

resume in either October or November. 

The staff would like to thank all those who 

have provided positive feedback on our 

efforts to be both informative and 

entertaining. 

Have a great summer! 

  

 

Our existing contract with ArtisTree expires 

this year.  At least one other neighborhood is 

going out to competitive bid.  The Cheval 

Board reviewed the bid form and found it to 

be acceptable for Cheval.  However, the 

Board has decided to wait for the receipt of 

bids that will result from the other 

neighborhood(s).  We will review those 

results and then decide whether or not to bid 

Cheval.   

As you know, there has been some turnover 

of our reps from ArtisTree, and that has 

clearly caused some transition as well as 

other communication snafus.  ArtisTree has 

been working on that.  As a result, we have 

had some individual neighbor challenges in 

working with AritsTree, but overall, based on 

feedback to Board members, we are quite 

satisfied with ArtisTree’s performance.   

AtisTree responded terrifically after IRMA, 

quickly cleaning up the neighborhood without 

billing.  They routinely cleanup after wind 

events, circumstances that occur with 

frequency here in Florida, again without 

billing.    

And they are responsive to problems. 

In fact, ArtisTree was recognized in a national 

industry publication recently. 

 

 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/vvwuib/vnyedj/3h3gwe


Whether you are remaining in beautiful Florida or 

travelling north or elsewhere for the summer, 

the staff of the Cheval Neighborhood 

Newsletter wishes you a wonderful, safe, and 

healthy Summer season! 

 

See you in the fall! 

 


