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The Cheval Gators: 

 

We have the Florida Gators, the VGCC 

gators, and the Cheval gators.   Neither of the 

latter two play football.  

 

 
  

There are but two extant species of 

Alligators, the American gator and the 

Chinese gator.  They are easily 

distinguishable, if you can get close enough, 

by the presence or absence of the “made in 

China” sticker.  Another way is to determine 

in which continent you are standing. 

 

But we digress.  The purpose of this article is 

to provide educational material, especially 

for those new to Florida and Cheval, about 

our friends, the gators.  

 

Gators had a rough time in the 1950’s, being 

heavily hunted for their hides which were 

used in a variety of human appurtenances 

such as belts, handbags, shoes, and even 

hats.  They also were apparently of interest 

as household ornaments, table decorations, 

etc. So, they ended up on the endangered list, 

made a great comeback, and were removed 

from the list in 1987.   Florida, however, still 

protects them……..read on. 
  

 

 

 

 Florida is both a “castle doctrine” and “stand 

your ground” state.   

We do not provide legal advice here at the 

Newsletter, but we can look things up, and so 

our reporting staff did.  From the pertaining 

statute, as related to “persons”: 

“A person who is in a dwelling or residence in 

which the person has a right to be has no duty to 

retreat and has the right to stand his or her ground 

and use or threaten to use: 

Deadly force if he or she reasonably believes that 

using or threatening to use such force is necessary 

to prevent imminent death or great bodily harm to 

himself or herself or another or to prevent the 

imminent commission of a forcible felony.” 

Ok, so it’s somewhat clear what you can do in 

your home, though the statute is a bit more 

elaborate than what has been presented here.  

But what to do if a gator decides to pay you a 

visit through an open door (an invitation, from 

the gator’s view), or it just busts its way through 

your lanai screen?  Do those doctrines apply to 

gators? 

Apparently, nope! 

The statute uses elsewhere the word “person” 

not “gator.” 

As to gators, it all starts here: 

Title XXVIII 

NATURAL RESOURCES; CONSERVATION, 

RECLAMATION, AND USE 

Chapter 379  

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=florida+gators+logo&id=C6CE38E0E39935FA9FC4007A70491F7F44E49D74&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Index&Title_Request=XXVIII#TitleXXVIII
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0300-0399/0379/0379ContentsIndex.html
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“(1) A person may not intentionally kill, 

injure, possess, or capture, or attempt to 

kill, injure, possess, or capture, an 

alligator or other crocodilian, or the eggs 

of an alligator or other crocodilian, unless 

authorized by rules of the commission.”  

The Commission apparently does allow 

the sanctioning with extreme prejudice 

of any gator that has become 

exceptionally dangerous, but we have 

not looked into the process.  But we do 

surmise that the process, whatever it is, 

is longer than the time you will have if 

a gator enters your premises.  Has a 

“break-in”  happened here at the 

VGCC.  Yes, more than once.  

Apparently gators find the pools pretty 

enticing. 

So what COULD happen if you 

dispatch an intruding gator? 

Let’s pursue this a bit more.   

Whether you use a gun, a baseball bat, a 

2-iron (if you have one) or you play 

elevator music until the gator just offs 

itself, the “weapon” can be confiscated. 

“Any equipment, including, but not 

limited to, weapons,…… upon conviction 

of such person, (can be) be confiscated by 

the commission.” 

That Montovani Orchestra rendition of 

“Melodia de amor” on that 33&1/3 

could be seized! 

But there is more. 

 

 

 Consider this: 

“A person who violates this section commits 

a Level Four violation under s. 379.401, in 

addition to such other punishment as 

provided by law.” 

So what might be a “Level Four violation 

under s. 379.401”? 

You won’t like this one, trust us. 

379.401 has several levels of violations, 

including Four. 

“A person commits a Level Four violation if 

he or she violates any of the following 

provisions:” 

One of which is this: 

“Section 379.409, prohibiting the unlawful 

killing, injuring, possessing, or capturing of 

alligators or other crocodilia or their eggs.” 

YOU will be a felon: 

“A person who commits a Level Four 

violation commits a felony of the third 

degree, punishable as provided in s. 

775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084.” 

We will not interpret the law, but we 

might suggest you do not want to make it 

your new norm to be dispatching gators 

on a regular basis.  For a one-off, no pun 

intended, there is this:  “(c) $5,000, when 

the conviction is of a felony of the third 

degree.” 

The gator is, after all, the Florida State 

Reptile. 

 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0379/Sections/0379.401.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0379/Sections/0379.401.html
https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/florida/statutes/florida_statutes_379-409
https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/florida/statutes/florida_statutes_775-082
https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/florida/statutes/florida_statutes_775-083
https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/florida/statutes/florida_statutes_775-084
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We did, of course.  We called at 9:02 PM, 

on a Monday, to be exact.  We got a 

recording.  The “hotline” only operates 

from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  It takes 14,000 

to 15,000 calls a year about nuisance 

gators, so that might give you an idea of 

how many gators there might be in 

Florida.  Ok, we will answer that one.  

There are about 1.25 million gators in our 

state!  Anyway, you apparently must work 

out some arrangement with your nuisance 

gator to only cause problems between 9 

and 5.  Otherwise, you are on your own.  

And we would add that the SNAP folks  

are only interested in gators greater than 4 

feet in length, or those that are doing harm, 

so have your tape measure ready when he 

pops in. 

You see the conundrum here?  If he is less 

than 4 feet, and you try to remove him 

yourself, and he attacks you, he is doing 

harm, so he should have been one that they 

should have dealt with, but they wouldn’t 

because he is less than 4 feet.   

Oh well. 

 

 

 

And what does all that have to do with 

Cheval?  Well, we do have ponds, and as we 

say in Florida, “if there is a body of water, it 

either had, has, or will have a gator in it.” 

 

A gator has been spotted from time to time in 

the pond near the #12 tee box, and there has 

been at least one gator in the pond near the 

#11 green, for years. 

 

And about 4 or 5 years ago one caused a bit of 

a stir when it decided to move, during mating 

season, from the #12 pond to the #11 pond. 

He made about a fifteen minute stop in front 

of someone’s house on the #11 side for a 

while, drew a pretty good crowd (for a 

Saturday), then bolted off to the pond, 

promptly and unceremoniously decapitating a 

tall sprinkler head.  No one called either Gator 

Gary or Crocodile Dundee, by the way.  

Apparently, we Cheval folks love our gators! 

 

And yes, they can run fast, at least this one 

did!   

  
But we didn’t answer the obvious question, 

what to do with the interloper? 

 

Well, Florida has a program named SNAP, 

State Nuisance Alligator Program.  You can 

call them at  

 866-FWC-GATOR. 
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 The Newsletter’s investigative reporting 

team, aka, Chevi-Leaks, has gotten hold of a 

preview version of the President’s Annual 

letter to the Neighborhood, and at the risk of 

his wrath, we share some highlights with you. 

He does a lot of thanking folks, all of which 

appear to be well-deserved, from our totally 

independent view.  Of special note is Barb 

Hayes, who has served on the Board for a few 

years and has now decided to “retire.”     

The President also explained the decision to 

remain with ArtisTree even though a couple of 

neighborhoods had decided to try another 

company.  

Highlight on the budget for 2019:  Yes, there 

is an increase, but it is less than 1%. 

He reported on the screening plants for the 

backflow preventers, and how they appear to 

be growing in nicely.  The editorial staff 

preferred the raw, naked look of those devices.  

They give our homes that look of, “Hey, don’t 

look at us, we’re from Jersey!” 

And there do not appear to have been any 

major problems this year, no gushers, well 

failures, problems at the island or with the 

monuments, etc.  

Oh, yeah, and once again, the Board is looking 

for committee volunteers. 

 

 

  

 

 From the “just checking” desk…… 

Did you find the errors that we have placed in 

the newsletter?  Come to the Cheval 

Neighborhood annual meeting for disclosure. 

Our annual Member meeting will be on  

Friday, March 1,  10:00 a.m., in the 

Clubhouse.  That is not an error.  The entire 

session will be interactive.  There will be no 

need to hold your questions, you will be able 

to just jump right in at any time.  Rumors of 

the venue change to the Ritz-Carlton in 

Sarasota appear to be just that. 

Happy 

Valentine’s 

Day  

To All! 

 
 

 



   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


