
                                                                                                                     VGCC Preserve Areas 

                                    What you need to know  

 
 

Preserves are regulated by Sarasota County 

If you live adjacent to or near a Preserve you need to be aware of the following. 

    

 Sarasota County has given the responsibility of monitoring and assuring     compliance with 

county regulations pertaining to the preserves to the VGCC Master Association.  The county can 

issue fines up to $5,000.00 for violations. The Master Association and their Environmental 

Management Company regularly monitors the preserves for compliance. 

 

Whether you are purchasing a property adjacent to the preserve or currently live near one, you 

need to know your property boundaries. If you don’t have a survey 

Plats are available on the Sarasota County Website. 

 

The following is a quick list of regulations. 

 

       1.  No clearing, excavations or disturbing of vegetation is allowed. 

 

2.  No filling or depositing of yard trimmings, clippings is permitted. 

  

3. No storing of materials within preserve or buffer areas. 

 

4. No additional planting can be done without authorization from the County through the 

Master Association. 

 

5. All herbicide applications near or within a preservation area should be  

     applied by a licensed Natural Areas Weed Applicator. Homeowners  

     can use water base chemicals such as Rodeo.   

         

        6. If a tree limb or other vegetation from a preserve area encroaches into              

       your property, notify your Master Association prior to cutting or  

             trimming.   

 

   For more specifics contact the Master Association of VGCC or Sarasota County. 
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The Land Development Regulations clearly states under Chapter 74, Section 74-212, The Subdivision 

Technical Manual; A.4. c.2., “All activities involving filling, excavating, disturbing of vegetation (both 

trees and understory) and storing of materials shall be prohibited within preservation or conservation 

areas and buffer areas”. The subdivision by-laws, permits, plans and plat of the site can guide you to 

establish the boundaries of the preserves/buffers and allowable activities. 

 

So before encroaching into a preserve contact your neighborhood Homeowners’ 

Association (HOA) or Property Manager. Most of the HOAs are the responsible entity 

(owner) of the preserves (common area) within a subdivision. If the HOA has further 

questions or concerns, they can contact the County. 

 

 

1. Can residents plant in a preservation area? 

 

A. No, residents should not plant vegetation in the preserve areas. The County encourages the 

planting of native plants and trees within habitat preservation areas. However, to make sure 

that the right plant or tree is being planted in the right place, planting within a preservation 

area is required to be part of an overall management plan for the area. The management 

plans 

must be authorized by Resource Protection and conducted/supervised by an Environmental 

Consultant. If you are interested in participating in the planting of your community, please 

contact your property manager. The planting of exotic landscape plants/trees is not allowed 

within preservation areas. 

 

The majority of preservation areas are located on properties owned or managed by 

Homeowners Associations (HOA). Residents that are interested in planting native vegetation 

should work with their respective HOA representatives to obtain authorization from the 

County. 

 

Re: Land Development Regulations 

 

 

 

2. The buffers (edges of the preserves) look aesthetically unpleasant due to layers of fallen 

palm fronds and vines. Can the Association hire somebody to clean up the litter? 

 

No. The buffer zone should be maintained in its natural state and are an important element for 

protecting the interior habitats. These buffers are commonly pine flatwoods habitat, and which create a 

physical barrier and provide an upland component to the ecosystem. Leaving the buffer in its natural 

state encourages the decomposition cycle, which is an important biological function that creates 

microhabitats, food sources, nesting areas, and denning areas. In recent years, the County requires any 

new development to have a Management Plan. A Management plan is a set of schedule activities 

(“maintenance”) that replace or improve the habitat, by removing nuisance (vines) and exotic species 

(Brazilian peppers) and allowing native species to establish. These activities are conducted on cyclical 

timeframes. Older developments might not have a Management Plan. To conduct any activity within a 

preserve, a written approval from the County is needed. Management Plans are to be prepared by 

experts in natural areas, such as Environmental Scientist, Ecologist, Biologist or a person with similar 

training and submitted through the Homeowners’ Association Board representatives to Resource 

Protection for approval. 

Re: Chapter 2, Environment, Comprehensive Plan; Land Development Regulations. 

 



 

 

 

 

3. How do I know if an area is "common property" or a "preservation area"? 

 

A. The two best ways to determine if an area is common property or a preservation area are: 1) 

Plats and 2) Construction Plans. There should be a copy of these documents at the property 

manager’s office. If not, the plats are available on the County’s web site 

(http://www.clerk.co.sarasota.fl.us/subcondo/). The construction plans can be found at the 

County’s records department (Tina Miskin 861-6154) at 1301 Cattlemen Road, Sarasota. The 

Deed Restrictions for your subdivision may also contain important information on the location of 

common areas and preservation areas. 

 

Re: Chapter 2, Environment, Comprehensive Plan; Land Development Regulations. 

 

 

 

4. What is a buffer zone? 

 

A. A buffer zone is an upland portion of a preserve area located adjacent to a wetland. This zone 

helps mitigates impacts from the adjacent development, like light, noise, pets, fertilizers, 

construction, among others. Such activities have the potential to impact the wetland functions. 

The buffer zone is considered an upland component of the preservation area that is utilized by 

many wildlife species. 

 

Re: Chapter 2, Environment, Comprehensive Plan; Land Development Regulations. 

 

 
 

5. Who determines that there should be preserves and why? 

 

A. The protection of habitat areas and wildlife has long since been a community priority for 

Sarasota County. As a result, Sarasota County has adopted standards that protect specific types 

of native habitats to ensure that their values and functions are retained for future generations. 

These standards are applied during the land development review process and 

preservation/conservation areas are established with conditions to ensure their protection. Many 

of these preservation and conservation areas also have specific environmental management 

requirements. 

 

Re: Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, Chapter 373, Florida Statutes, Chapter 2, Environment, 

Comprehensive Plan, Land Development Regulations. 

 

 

 

 

6. Is wildlife protected in the preserves? 

 

A. If the species is designated as imperiled Threatened or Endangered, yes, they are protected in all 

areas. The agencies that have the jurisdiction on their protection are the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 

(Federal Government) and The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (State). The County 

does coordinate with these agencies in the review of any development/permit review. 

http://www.clerk.co.sarasota.fl.us/subcondo/)


 

Re: Chapter 2, Environment, Comprehensive Plan. 


