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Monthly Truth or fiction – YOU decide! 

Aka……..let’s take a memory test. 

True or false: 

1. The Cheval newsletter is published in both 

paper and electronic formats. 

True or false: 

2. The Newsletter has NEVER published an Article 

about Oak trees. 

True or false: 

3. The newsletter includes a page dedicated to 

“letters to the editor.” 

True or false: 

4. The newsletter staff consists of more than 5 

people. 

True or false: 

5. It is a fact, as reported in the Newsletter, that 

Rob Roy was the VGCC’s first golf pro. 

True or false: 

6. The Newsletter has published articles about 

limpkins, sand hill cranes, and even the “rogue 

squirrel” that terrorized Cheval. 

True or false: 

7. According to the Newsletter, there is in fact a 

“skunk ape” type creature prowling the Myakka 

Park. 

 

   
  
 

 

 True or false: 

8.  There is in fact an Indian burial ground in the 

vacant lot and protected area behind it off Golf Club 

Drive. 

True or false: 

9. ALL “truth or fiction” articles are in fact – TRUE. 

The staff understands that usually, answers to quizzes 

are printed upside-down on the last page.  We find 

that to be most difficult in our electronic format, so 

here are the answers. 

1. False – We publish only an e-newsletter.  We are an 

environmental leader!  And we have no money. 

2. False – The article in this month’s publication is the 

third about Oaks.  They are a favorite VGCC topic! 

3. False – Only the Editorial Staff gets to vent. 

4.  Personnel privacy issues prevent us from disclosing 

any information about our employees and volunteers. 

5. True – Not only was he our first pro, but the Rob 

Roy drink, first developed in a New York bar, was 

named after him. 

6. True – And for those who recall, the rogue squirrel 

that terrorized golfers for weeks, was caught and 

released into the glades, where he allegedly survived 

for 2 days. 

7. Well, you still decide.  The article was based on 

alleged sightings of such a creature.  But still…. yeti, 

bigfoot, the Jersey Devil…..you decide. 
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8. – False - Time to fess up on this one.  Too many 

complaints of folks from Cheval over there looking 

for arrowheads and shell pottery. 

9. – False - But we are not going to disclose the 

veracity of too many. 

But are ANY of these answers true?  This is still 

“truth or fiction, YOU decide!” 

 

Now that you know we have already published two 

articles about oak trees, here is another. 

There is much to be said about oak trees here in 

the south.  On the plus side of the ledger, they are 

statuesque, aid in maintaining ground moisture 

and they provide great shade.  And here is an 

important quote from the Sarasota County 

ordinance that affords trees protection:  “Trees 

produce oxygen….”  No “truth or fiction” there, 

for sure.  On the other hand, they are allergen 

generators, and they create the necessity for quite 

a bit of cleanup.  That being said, the VGCC has 

committed to their preservation, and there is an 

Oak Tree Removal Policy on our web site.   

GRAND TREES are specially protected by an 

ordinance in Sarasota County.  Our staff lawyer, 

well, she is currently travelling somewhere in the 

Caribbean and has not been heard from for 4 

months, so we remind all that anything stated in 

here is not a legal interpretation of anything, just 

a statement of what can be read by anyone in the 

ordinance.  Grand trees are afforded special 

protections, and they may include not only oaks, 

but hickory, elm, certain pines, magnolias, 

southern red cedar, et al.  But how do you 

determine whether or not that tree in your back 

yard is a Grand Tree or not?  Well, it seems quite 

simple, according to what can be read in the 

ordinance.   

  

 

You just take the diameter at a specified height and 

multiply 1 times each inch.  That gives you one set of 

points.  Total points determine status, Grand or not.  

By the way, to get the diameter, you use this formula, 

then multiply the result by 2:  r = C / (pi x 2.) Then 

you take the height in meters, multiply by 3.2808399 

to convert to feet, or you just measure in feet, and 

you have a second number of points.   If you don’t 

feel like climbing the tree, there is another set of 

geometry calculations that will do the trick.   We’d 

include that, but our staff Mathematician, well, he has 

also been vacationing in the Caribbean for about 4 

months.  Coincidence, I am sure.  We’re sure they’ll 

be back! Finally, you take the average width by 

measuring the longest and shortest diameters of the 

drip line, and you have your third set of points.  Then 

you simply add the three together and compare to a 

table that shows the points by type of tree.  Oaks 

weigh in at 100 points.  So, if your oak is 100 feet high, 

you can stop right there – that’s 100 points. It IS a 

Grand Oak.  It has special protections.  Easy enough? 

So here is the key:  You pretty much can’t cut down 

trees in Sarasota County, unless you live on a lot of 

less than 5 acres (we do), in which case you can, but 

in some cases not without a permit, unless a permit is 

not needed, but in all cases you need a permit to cut 

down a Grand Tree, unless…….  Ok, so maybe it’s not 

all that easy to figure out.  So, just get that request in 

to the ARC if you contemplate cutting down a tree. 

As indicated by our ARC: “Oak trees have a ‘presence’ 

that can add monetary value to your home.  Mature 

trees like oaks can often appraise a value between 

$1,000 and $10,000 depending on the size.     It is a 

known fact that realtors say our main entrance and 

mature oaks are a huge selling feature for Venice Golf 

and Country Club.  
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 The President reported on the  power 

cleaning of the roofs and sidewalks, the 

backflow preventers, the Board ratification of 

the rescinding of the prohibition on borders,  

the Board approval of flat roof tiles, and the 

implications of IRMA. 

Rich Bartholomew, whose Board term expired 

as of the Annual Member Meeting, had been 

nominated by the Nominating Committee, 

and he was re-installed on the Board 

according to our Document process. 

Following the member meeting, the Board 

held its organizational meeting.  The Board 

elected Rich Bartholomew, President.  The 

Board then decided to address the other 

officer positions and committee chair 

positions this spring.  The Board accordingly 

voted to retain all current positions until that 

time. 

Gary Clearly – Vice-President 

Secretary/Treasurer – Carolyn Gold 

Grounds – Barb Hayes and Brooke Murphy 

Legal and Bylaws – Rich Bartholomew 

Newsletter – Rich Bartholomew 

Finance – Carolyn Gold 

 

  

Oak trees also provide us with much needed 

shade, even cooling our homes.  When planted on 

the west side of your house, trees can reduce 

your air conditioning use by 30 percent.  

According to a University of Florida botanist, 

having an oak planted near your home can save it 

from hurricane damage by acting as a windbreak.  

Live oak trees are very wind-resistant, even during 

hurricanes, also providing shelter and food for 

birds and squirrels (ed: even ‘rogue’ squirrels.)  

It is true that once an oak tree matures it can 

become messy.  They drop leaves that are small 

and hard to rake.  The tiny yellow flowers in 

spring can cover everything beneath the tree with 

a light (ed: ‘light’?)  dusting of yellow.  We’ve all 

had to accept that we need to “tidy up” (ed: LOTS 

of work) our outside living space a bit more often 

during this time, but the benefits far outweigh 

this small window of extra cleaning.” 

Annual Member Meeting recap: 

Our annual Member meeting was held on 

February 16th at the Club. 

Thanks to all our neighbors who submitted their 

proxies early.  We had a quorum two weeks in 

advance. 

The Treasurer’s report indicated that we had a 

very slight surplus for the year 2017.  The 

members voted to roll that into 2018.  Our 

reserve account contains $14, 958 as of year-end, 

enough to cover a catastrophic well failure 

without depleting the fund.  
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Important dates and useful information: 

Your Cheval Board meets the third Tuesday of 

every month, except during the summer, at 

2:00 in the Rich Street office meeting room. 

All are invited to attend! 

The Master Association annual meeting will 

be on April 25th at 2:00 in the Clubhouse. 

Which organization does what? 

Mike Shapiro has a summary in the March 

Legend, and the Newsletter staff then added 

comments about Cheval. 

“MASTER ASSOCIATION or VGCC?  Many 

newer members are confused about the 

responsibilities of these two planning boards. 

They are both elected independently by the 

members of our Community.  VGCC is 

responsible for the “fun” things in the 

Community: Tennis Courts, Golf Course, 

Pool, the Clubhouse and dining.    

   The Master Association accepts the 

responsibility for maintaining the beauty and 

condition of the Community, including the 

entrances, the Community security, the beauty 

of the perimeters, the landscaping of the 

common grounds and the maintenance and 

repair of the roads, lakes and preserves.   

 

Some of the projects that have been completed 

during the past year include new plantings 

throughout the Community and the updating 

of our gate equipment and cameras. Repairs 

and improvements were made to fountains, 

several damaged sidewalks and pond culverts. 

LED lighting was installed in several areas 

and repairs were made to two pond banks by 

updating them with geo-tubes.”  (ed: our pond 

by 11 included) 

Our neighborhood Board has the responsibility to 

effectively manage the expenditure of our dues.  

Our various committees reflect on and approve 

ARC requests over which our neighborhood has 

control, work with the MA Legal and Bylaws 

Committee, and publish the newsletter.  The 

Board is also responsible for the monuments at the 

entrance to our neighborhood as well as the two 

wells and irrigation system that provide watering 

for our flora.  We are also responsible for the 

various vendors that support us, including 

ArtisTree, though the day to day contact is 

handled by the staff at Rich Street. 

 

Legalese: The Cheval Neighborhood Newsletter is published by the 

Newsletter Committee and staff, generally about once a month or 

so, except when the staff is on holiday at the Jersey Shore.  The staff 

is solely responsible, or not, for the content herein.  Errors and such 

should be expected and forgiven. Quality is often directly 

commensurate with pay.  

 



  

  
 

 

 

 

 


