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THANKSGIVING 

We have much to be thankful for, 

especially for  living in our friendly 

Cheval neighborhood.  Our routine 

maintenance is done for us, and it is 

done all at once.  ArtisTree starts in 

the morning, and by lunch the 

neighborhood is again quiet. 

We have beautiful weather; no snow, 

no sleet, no ice, no Nor’easters, no  

serious cold. 

We have a beautiful clubhouse, 

wonderful pool, fitness center, well-

kept tennis courts, and a great golf 

course.   

We live near the gulf, in Venice, a 

wonderful town with terrific 

restaurants, a concert band,  chorale, 

symphony, two playhouse theaters, a 

performing arts center, and much 

more. 

We have countless volunteers here 

who work endless hours for the Master 

Association and Club. 

And we have terrific neighbors who 

are there for us whenever needed. 

Thanksgiving is indeed very special for us! 

 

 Thanksgiving throughout the world: 

Did you know: 

In Germany, it is called Danksgeben 

Tag? 

In Great Britain, the traditional dish is 

not turkey, but fish ‘n chips with scones. 

In Mexico, it is the second most revered 

non-religious holiday, following only 

Sinco de Mayo.  It is veinte segundos de 

Gracias! 

In Turkey, the dessert baklava is turned 

upside down on this day to signify the 

turning over of the soil for planting of the 

hoped for bountiful harvest. 

In Canada, it is the official opening day 

for ice fishing and the feast of the end of 

harvest.  They refer to ours as 

Yanksgiving. 

In Jamaica, they make papaya pies, not 

pumpkin pies.  Pumpkins apparently 

don’t grow too well in the tropics. 

China is thankful for the $360,000,000 or 

so in goods they sell to us each year! 

Of course as you discerned right away, 

only Canada and the US celebrate 

Thanksgiving.  The rest is…different…. 
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Truth or fiction, you decide. 

This month’s T or F comes with a 

spoiler alert,  We will let you 

know at the end whether this is 

truth or fiction, but try to resist the 

temptation to look ahead.  

We unleashed our complete Legal 

and Bylaws Committee to scour the 

county records for the real story 

behind Cheval Drive, and here is 

what we found. 

1. Cheval was not originally 

named Cheval. 

2. It did not originally have a cul 

de sac. 

3. Certain lots were planned to be 

much larger. 

4. There were but 27 lots, not 30. 

5. The original plans were 

approved by the county in 1991.  

The ones that show Cheval as it 

now exists were approved later, in 

1995, even though construction 

had been well started by then. 

For those who have been reading 

this newsletter over the recent 

years, you will recall two related 

Truth or Fiction articles:   

 

1. The naming of Cheval after 

Maurice Chevalier. 

2. The article describing one 

continuous Cheval / Wild Pine 

Way all the way to the cul de sac at 

the far end of Wild Pine. 

This will be the final saga….or not. 

In January, 1991, Sarasota County 

approved VG&CC Unit No. III-A-

2, Section 13, Township 39 South, 

Range 19 East, book 35, page 19.  

The name of our street was Wild 

Pine Way.  It had 27 lots:  388 to 

403 on the north and west, the side 

with hole #11, and 410 to 420 on 

the south and east.  The street 

ended with lot 402 on the west and 

410 on the east.  There was no cul 

de sac.  The golf cart path from #11 

was between lots 395 and 396 

instead of between lots 398 and 

399 where it is now.  All our 

friends in the cul de sac might be 

living elsewhere,  though hopefully 

they would have found other 

homes here.  The original utility 

easement in front of each house 

was to be 8 feet.  In the 1995 

submission, that was changed to 10 

feet.   
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the opportunity to build quite a few 

more homes, both due to the lot 

sizes as well as the double cul de 

sacs. It was quite a change of plans!  

And there you have it. Truth!…at 

least as far as we can tell. 

As in the famous quote from the 

movie Stripes, “That’s a fact, Jack!” 

Our thanks to Sarasota County for their efforts 

in digitizing old records.  See below for the 

actual submissions. 

Reminders: 

The 2019 annual meeting of the Cheval 

members has been set for March 1, 2019, 

10:00 AM at the Clubhouse.   SAVE THE 

DATE!!! 

Please send in those email notification 

authorization forms.  Doing so will save a 

lot of work and some dues money as well. 

Thanks to Pat Lardinais, Barb Hayes, and 

Derrick from the Club for the work that 

went into the “Party in the cul de sac.”  

Great job!!!!  

 

 

That easement was for the “purpose of 

accommodating overhead, surface, and 

underground utilities, cable television, 

and drainage.” 

Thankfully, good sense was used, and 

there were to be NO overhead lines. 

Twenty feet was reserved on each side 

at Fieldstone.  Those areas became the 

monument areas.  

So what happened?  

We don’t have a clue. 

All we know is how it ended up. 

In January, 1995, the county approved a 

revised submission, VG&CC Unit No. 

III-A-3,  same section etc., book 37, 

page 13.   It shows the two cul de sacs, 

one at the end of what was then 

renamed to Cheval, the other being 

Wild Pine Way, aka, Cheval South.  

The south side lots facing the pond and 

hole #12 were made smaller, 

accommodating 6 lots instead of the 

original 4.  And the north side lots were 

made a bit smaller as well. 

These changes afforded the developer 

 

 



 

 

1991 plans for Cheval as Wild Pine Way 

   
 

 

 



 
 

1995 Cheval plans 

 

If anyone has any further details they would like to add, please contact 

the newsletter staff!  Thanks. 

 

 

 



Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 


